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$4 prescriptions and low prices on brand nanne nnedicines. 
Now that's living better. 




Can you feel better while saving money? You can with Wal-Mart. Get name 
brand over-the-counter medicines, $4 prescriptions* and all the other things 
you need to not only feel better, but feel better saving money. 
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& B) At the 61st International Cannes 
Film Festival in southern France, actress 
Kerry Washington and entertainment mo- 
gul Sean 'Diddy' Combs take the spotlight 
during their arrivals on the red carpet for 



mm screenings. (U) Paula Abdul (i), Renaido 
Lapuz and Randy Jackson are seen on stage 
during the season finale of "American Id 
in Los Angeles. (D) Producer Patrik 
Polk, actor Jensen Atwood and sin 
Michelle Williams arrive at the 20 
NewNowNext Awards at the MTV s 
dios in New York City. 
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Facing A New 
Beginning 

Obama Looks Beyond the Primaries 
and Clinton to McCain as General 
Election Campaign Focuses Nationwide 

By Sylvester Monroe 

JET MAGAZINE 

Barack Obama raised more than a 
few eyebrows when he boarded his 
sleek, chartered Boeing 757 campaign 
plane late on the afternoon of the Oregon 
and Kentucky primaries and headed to 
Iowa instead for a 20-minute speech, 
back to the state that launched his sur- 
prise string of caucus and primary vic- 
tories back in January, 

With the Democratic primary cam- 
paign finally coming to an end — the last 
primaries are slated for June 3 in Mon- 
tana and South Dakota — the Obama 
campaign is now consciously shifting its 
focus away from Hillary Clinton and 
squarely onto John McCain. 

The two front-runners have already 
begun trading barbs on issues of negoti- 
ating with hostile governments and ftmd- 
ing for veterans. They also are making 
headlines about vice presidential specu- 
lations, while Obama jetted across the 
country to reclaim voters in Florida. 
But even before the final tallies came 




in the split decision that gave Obama 
about 60 percent of the vote in Oregon 
and Clinton 65 percent of Kentucky's bal- 
lots, the Obama campaign claimed a 
major campaign milestone in saying he 
now has the majority of elected dele- 
gates, the bulk of the superdelegates and 
a lead in the overall popular vote. 

"This is a big deal," said Obama's 
chief campaign strategist David Axelrod. 
"To get the majority of the pledged dele- 
gates is a real milestone in this race, and 
it is appropriate that we go back to Iowa 
where this all began and where we real- 
ly launched this campaign." 

Indeed, looking very much like a pres- i 
idential nominee with his wife, Michelle, 
and their two young daughters at his 
side, Obama took the stage at an outdoor 





rally in the middle the intersection of 
Locust and East 6th Street in downtown 
Des Moines and thanked Iowa voters for 
their role in launching his candidacy. 
"You came out on a cold winter's night in 
January in numbers this country had 
never seen, and you stood for change," 
he told the overwhelmingly White crowd 
of about 6,000 beneath signs that read 




-4 Democratic presidential hopeful, Sen. Barack 
Obama speaks at a town hall meeting in 
Kissimmee, FL. 

"WELCOME BACK BARACK." "We 
have returned to Iowa with a majority of 
the delegates elected by the American 
people, and you have put us within reach 
of the Democratic nomination for presi- 
dent of the United States." 

Then it was back on the plane to 
Chicago and on to Florida, where he 
began a three-day tour in Tampa, Orlan- 
do, Kissimmee, Boca Raton and Miami 
aimed at bolstering support in a key gen- 
eral election battleground state. During 
Obama's three-day swing through Flori- 
da, in addition to trying to make up 
ground for not campaigning in the state 
during the primaries, he spoke specifi- 
cally to Jewish voters at a synagogue in 
Boca Raton and to Latinos at a luncheon 
with the Cuban American National 
Foundation. "Never, in my lifetime, have 
the people of Cuba known freedom," he 
told the gathering at the Intercontinen- 
tal Hotel in Miami. 

"Never, in the lives of two generations 
of Cubans, have the people 
of Cuba known democracy. 
This is the terrible and trag- 
ic status quo that we have 
known for half a century — 

< Karen Albert of Boca Raton, 
FL, holds up an anti-Obama sign 
as she demonstrates in front of 
B'nai Torah Congregation. Obama 
faced tough questions from 
Jewish voters in Florida. 
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^ Sen. Barack Obama arrives for a rally in Des 
Monies, lA, with his wife Michelle and daughters 
Malia (2nd, I) and Sasha. 

of elections that are anything but free or 
fair; of dissidents locked away in dark 
prison cells for the crime of speaking the 
truth. I won't stand for this injustice, you 
won't stand for this injustice, and togeth- 
er we will stand up for freedom in Cuba," 
he said, vowing to immediately allow 
unlimited family travel and remittances 
to the island. 

"It's time to let Cuban Americans see 
their mothers and fathers, their sisters and 
brothers," he said. "It's time to let Cuban- 
American money make their families less 
dependent upon the Castro regime." 

At every stop, the tone was support- 
ive of Hillary Clinton as a formidable pri- 
mary opponent who fought a good fight, 
but clearly looking ahead to contesting 
presumptive GOP nominee John McCain 
as a candidate running for "George 
Bush's third term." 

"We are going to pay attention to 
states that have contests," Axelrod said 
of the campaign's thrust between Ken- 
tucky and Oregon and the end of the pri- 
maries on June 3. "But we are also going 
to be in states that are going to be impor- 
tant in November." He said that would 
include trips to Puerto Rico, where Oba- 
ma flew after Florida, but also trips to 
Montana and South Dakota. 

Along the way, the campaign deflect- 
ed questions about possible running 
mates, saying it was premature to dis- 




cuss that. Even when reports of back- 
room conversations between the Clinton 
and Obama camps about the choice of a 
running mate hit the air, the most Oba- 
ma aides would say on the record is that 
the party would be unified after the pri- 
mary process and that Hillary Clinton 
would be a part of that unity. "I know 
Senator Clinton well," said Axelrod. "I 
think she cares about the Democratic 
Party. I think she cares about this coun- 
try. I think she understands how desper- 
ately we need change in this country, and 
I believe we are going to be a unified par- 
ty and she is going to be a part of that 
unity when the [primary] process ends." 



stands up to your home. 




At Lowe's, you'll find interior and exterior paints as long-lasting 
and durable as they are beautiful. Plus, Lowe's advanced 
color-matching system can custom-tint paint to any shade you 
want. For top-quality brands such as Valspar"' Ultra Premium, 
all at everyday low prices, visit Lowes.com/Paint. 
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Let's Build Something Together' 



Valspar paint shown: Walls - Ennbroidery Rose 1005-8B, Smoked Oyster 6005-1 C, Oatland Gold Buff 3004-8A, Ceiling ■ Jekyll Grand Dining Sea Mist 5005-3C, 
Tnm - Dove White 7002-7. Floor: Pergo Sunlight Beech #1 19780 Rug: U-tum Blue by Shaw, item # 273167. For the store nearest you, call 1-800-9934416. © 2008 by 
Lowe's. All rights reserved Lov\«'s and the gable design are registered trademarks of Lf, LLC 




Clinton Apologizes For Assassination Comment 



In an interview with the Sioux Falls 
(S.D.) Argus-Leader, Sen. Hillary Clin- 
ton made an awkward reference to the 
1968 assassination of then-presidential 
candidate Bobby Kennedy while trying 
to justify why she was staying in the race. 

"My husband did not wrap up the 
nomination in 1992 until he won the Cal- 
ifornia primary somewhere in the mid- 
dle of June, right? We all remember Bob- 
by Kennedy was assassinated in June in 
California. I don't understand it." 

In a statement released by the cam- 
paign, Clinton later apologized for her 



comments: "The Kennedys have been 
much on my mind the last days because 
of Senator Kennedy and I regret that if 
my referencing that moment of trauma 
for our entire nation, and particularly for 
the Kennedy family was in any way offen- 
sive. I certainly had no intention of that, 
whatsoever." 

Bill Burton, a spokesman for fron- 
trunner Sen. Barack Obama — who has 
been under Secret Service protection for 
more than a year — called Clinton's com- 
ment "unfortunate" and said it had "no 
place in this campaign." 



■ DADDY'S HOME: Michael Vinson. 7, shares his excitement with the crowd at Biggs 
Army Airfield on Fort Bliss. TX. as his father. Sgt. Mike Vinson, walks off an aircraft which 
carried him and 200 other soldiers from the 1st Batalion. 7th ADA. 108th Brigade home 
from Korea. Sgt. Vinson arrived in time to join the thousands of Americans nationwide 
celebrating the Memorial Day holiday weekend with family. 
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Today, I took stepsto balance my TYPE 2 DIABETES 




Today, I chose salad and talked to my doctor. 




This product is available through the 

Merck Patient Assistance Program. 

To find out if you qualify, call 1-800-727-5400. 
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JANUVIA is a trademark of Merck & Co., Inc. Copyright © 2008 Merck & Co., Inc. All rights reserved. Printed in USA. 20750093(4)(704)-JAN 



JANUVIA works differently to lower blood sugar in 2 ways 
Talk to your doctor about JANUVIA today. 
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Decreases 
Sugar Made 
In Liver 



• It's a once-daily prescription pill that helps your body increase the insulin 
made in your pancreas and decrease the sugar made in your liver. 

• Along with diet and exercise, JANUVIA helps lower blood sugar levels in 
people with type 2 diabetes. 

• JANUVIA is not likely to cause weight gain. 

Important Information: JANUVIA has not been studied with insulin and should 
not be used to treat patients with type 1 diabetes or diabetic ketoacidosis 
(increased ketones in the blood or urine) or used if you are allergic to JANUVIA. 
Your doctor may perform blood tests from time to time to measure how well 
your kidneys are working. If you have kidney problems, your doctor may 
prescribe lower doses of JANUVIA. When JANUVIA is used with a sulfonylurea, 
low blood sugar (hypoglycemia) can occur. To avoid this risk, your doctor 
may prescribe lower doses of the sulfonylurea. Allergic reactions, which 
may be serious, including rash, hives, and swelling of the face, lips, tongue, 
and throat that may cause difficulty breathing or swallowing, can occur. 
If you have an allergic reaction, stop taking JANUVIA and call your doctor 
right away. The most common side effects include upper respiratory tract 
infection, stuffy or runny nose and sore throat, and headache. 

Call 1-888-JANUVIA or visit Januvia.com. 

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to 
the FDA. Visitwww.fda.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088. 



Please see the Patient Information on the 
next page and discuss it with your doctor. 
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Patient Information 
JANUVIA^"" Oah-NEW-vee-ah) 
(sitagliptin) 
Tablets 

Read the Patient Information that comes witti JANIJ^ 

before you start taking it and each time you get a refill. 
Ttiere may be new information. This leaflet does not take 
the place of talking with your doctor about your medicai 
condition or treatment. 

What isJANUVIA? 

JANUVIA is a prescription medicine used along with diet 
and exercise to lower blood sugar in adult patients with 
type 2 diabetes. JANUVIA may be taken alone or along 
with (»rtain other medk^ to 

• JANUVIA lowers blood sugar when blood sugar is high, 
especially after a meal. JANUVIA also lowers bkxxl 
sugar between meals. 

• JANUVIA helps to improve the levels of insulin 
produced by your own body after a meal. 

• JANUVIA decreases the amount of sugar made by the 
body. JANUVIA is unlikely to cause your blood sugar to 
be lowered to a dangerous level (hypoglycemia) because 
it does not work when your blood sugar is low. 

JANUVIA has not been studied in children under 18 years 



JANUVIA has not been studied with insulin, a medicine 
known to cause low blood sugar. 

Who should not take JANUVIA? 

Do not take JANUVIA if you: 

• have had an allergic reaction to JANUVIA. 

JANUVIA shouki not be used to beat padents with: 

• Type 1 diabetes. 

• Diabetic ketoacidosis 

(increased ketones in the bkxxl or urine). 



* Trademark of MERCK & CO., Inc., 
Whitehouse Station, New Jersey, 08889 USA 
COPYRIGHT © 2006, 2007 MERCK & CO., Inc. 
All rights reserved 



What should I tell my doctor before and during 

treahnent with JANUVIA? 

Tell your doctor about all of your medical conditk)ns, 
including if you: 

• have had an ailergtoreactton to JANUVIA. 

• have kidney problems. 

• are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not 
known if JANUVIA will harm your unborn baby. If you 
are pregnant, talk with your doctor about the best way 
to control your blood sugar while you are pregnant. 

If you use JANUVIA during pregnancy, talk with your 
doctor about how you can be on the JANUVIA registry. 
The toll-free telephone number for the pregnancy 
registry is: 1-800-986-8999. 

• are breast-feeding or plan to breast-feed. It is not 
known if JANUVIA will pass Into your breast milk. Talk 
with your doctor about the best way to fOed your baby 
if you are taking JANUVIA. 

Tell your doctor about all the medicines you take, 
including prescriptkm and non-prescription medicines, 
vitamins, and herbal supplements. 

Know the medicines you take. Keep a list of your 
medicines and show it to your doctor and pharmacist 
when you get a new medicine. 

How should I take JANUVIA? 

• Take JANUVIA exactly as your doctor tells you to take it. 

• Take JANUVIA by mouth once a day. 

• TakeJANUVIAwithorwIthoutfbod. 

• If you have kidney problems, your doctor may 
prescribe lower doses of JANUVIA. Your doctor may 
perform blood tests on you from time to time to 
measure how well your kidneys are working. 

• Vbur doctor may prescribe JANUVIA akxig with certain 
other medfekies that kiwer bkiod sugar. 

• If you miss a dose, take it as soon as you remember If 
you do not remember until it is time for your next dose, 
skip the missed dose and go back to your regular 
schedule. Do not take two doses of JANUVIA at the 
same time. 

• If you take too much JANUVIA, call your doctor or kicai 
Poison Control Center right away. 

• When your body is under some types of stress, 
such as fever, trauma (such as a car accident), 
InfecHon or surgery, the amount of diabetes 
medtolne that you need may change. Tell your 
doctor right away If you have any of these 
conditions and foltow your doctor's insbvctkms. 
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Januvra 

(sitagliptin) tablets 



• Monitor your blood sugar as your doctor tells you to. 

• Stay on your prescribed diet and exercise program 

while taking JANUVIA. 

• Talk to your doctor about how to prevent, recognize and 
manage low blood sugar (hypoglycemia), high blood 
sugar (hyperglycemia), and complications of dlat)etes. 

• Vbur doctor wHI monitor your diat)etes witli regular 
blood tests, including your blood sugar levels and your 
hemoglobin A1C. 

What are the iNMSilite side efftets of JANUVIA? 

The most common side effects of JANUVIA Include: 

• Upper respiratory infection 

• Stuffy or runny nose and sore throat 

• Headache 

JANUVIA may occasionally cause stomach discomfort and 
dlanrhea. 

When JANUVIA is used in combination with another type 
of diabetes medicine known as a sulfonylurea, low blood 
sugar (hypoglycemia) due to the sulfonylurea can occur. 
Your doctor may prescribe lower doses of the sulfonylurea 
medicine. 

The following additional side effects have been reported in 
general use with JANUVIA: 

• Allergic reactions, which may be serious, including rash, 
hives, and swelling of the face, lips, tongue, and throat 
that may cause difficulty in breathing or swallowing. If 
you have an allergic reaction, stop taking JANUVIA and 
call your doctor right away. Vbur doctor may prescribe a 
medication to treat your allergic reaction and a different 
medication for your diabetes. 

Tell your doctor if you have any side effect that bothers 
you or that does not go away. 

Other side effects may occur when using JANUVIA. For 
more infonnation, ask your doctor. 

How should I store JANUVIA? 

• Store JANUVIA at room temperature, 68 to 77<*F 
(20tD25*>C). 

Keep JANUVIA and all medicines out of the reach 
of children. 

General information about the use of JANUVIA 

Medicines are sometimes prescribed for condittons that 



are not mentioned in patient Infonnation leaftets. Do not use 
JANUVIA for a condition for which it was not prescribed. Do 

not give JANUVIA to other people, even if they have the same 
symptoms you have. It may harm them. 

This leaflet summarizes the most important information 
about JANUVIA. If you would like to know more infonnation, 
talk with your doctor. You can ask your doctor or pharmacist 
for additional information about JANUVIA that is 
written for health professionals. For more information 
call 1-800-622-4477. 

What are the ingredients in JANUVIA? 
Active ingredient sitagliptin 

Inactive ingredients: micn)crystailine ceiiuk)se, anhydrous 
dibasic calcium phosphate, croscarmellose sodium, 

magnesium stearate, and sodium stearyi fumarate. 

The tablet film coating contains the following inactive 
ingredients: polyvinyl alcohol, polyethylene glycol, talc, 
titanium dioxide, red iron oxide, and yellow iron oxide. 

What is type 2 diabetes? 

Type 2 diabetes is a condition in which your body does 
not make enough insulin, and the insulin that your body 
produces does not work as well as it should. Your body 
can also make too much sugar. When this happens, sugar 
(glucose) builds up In the bkxxJ. This can lead to serious 
medical problems. 

The main goal of treating diabetes is to lower your 
bkK)d sugar to a nonnal level. Lowering and controlling 
bkxxi sugar may help prevent or delay oomplicatkNis 
of diabetes, such as heart disease, kidney disease, 
blindness, and amputation. 

High blood sugar can be lowered by diet and exercise, 
and by certain medicines when necessary. 

Revised October 2007 

Manufactured for: 

0 MERCX&CQ^INC, Whitehouse Station, NJ 08889, USA 

Manufactured by: 

Merck Sharp & Oohme (Italia) S.pA 
Via Emilia, 21 
271 GO -Pavia, Italy 
9762704 

20750093(704)-JAN 
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New York Governor Recovers 
From Glaucoma-Related Ailment 



Mours after conducting a 
wide-ranging interview 
with Ebony Magazine, New 
York Gov. David A. Paterson 
was rushed to a New York City 
hospital complaining of severe 
migraine-like symptoms. 

After testing and evalua- 
tion, doctors at The Mount 
Sinai Medical Center diagnosed the 54- 
year-old with acute glaucoma in his left 
eye and performed a laser procedure 
to relieve built-up eye pressure. He 
was conscious throughout the proce- 
dure, but remained in the hospital 
overnight for observation before being 
released. 



Teen Wins $35 Mil. 
In Powerball Lottery 




David A. Paterson 



Paterson has been legally 
blind since contracting an ear 
infection that spread to his optic 
nerve shortly after birth. He has 
no sight in his left eye and limit- 
ed vision in his right eye. 

According to his office, the 
procedure will not have any 
long-term impact on his health. 
In March, Paterson became the first 
legally blind and the first Black governor, 
of New York after former Gov. Eliot 
Spitzer resigned in the wake of a report- 
ed prostitution scandal. 

Ebony's interview with Paterson will 
appear in its August issue. □ 

-Kevin Chappell 
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hen Gaston, SC, construction 
worker Jonathan Vargas, 19, 
decided to play the Powerball Lot- 
tery, he relied on the ages of his fam- 
ily members to pick the six winning 
numbers for the $35 million. 

► Ernie Passailaigue (I), executive direc- 
tor of South Carolina Education Lottery, 
presents Jonathan Vargas his check for 
winning the $35.3 million Powerball jack- 
pot as his parents Patricia and Anthony 
Ricardson look. 
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Learn more at TextureSoftener.com 



TIGHTLY CURLED HAIR TEXTURE SOFTENER'^ FOR LOOSER CURLS 
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Earlier this year Vargas* mother 
turned 43. His two younger brothers will 
turn 12 and 14; his sister will be 15 and his 
older brother will be 21. His final num- 
ber, 30, was what he called "just a lucky 
guess." 

"Right now, there's no really big plans 
in the works," said Vargas of his imme- 
diate future. The first thing he does plan 
to do is get a lawyer and a financial con- 
sultant. He already has an accountant - 
his aunt. 

State lottery officials estimated that 
Vargas would most likely take the lump- 
sum payment of approximately $17.3 mil- 



lion instead of the annuity that pays out 
the larger jackpot amount over 29 years. 

Vargas intends to give some of the 
money to his church and may look into 
going to college or getting into the real 
estate business. Vargas also plans to set 
up a trust fund for his four siblings who 
inspired the winning numbers. 

Ernie Passailaigue, executive direc- 
tor of South Carolina Education Lot- 
tery, said while other winning Power- 
ball tickets have been sold in South Car- 
olina, Vargas is the first winner who 
lives in the state. □ 

-Associated Press 



■ RICE VISITS GOOGLE: Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice is greeted by Google 
Senior Vice President and Chief Legal Officer David Drummond at the Google head- 
quarters in Mountain View, OA. 
during a recent visit to the West 
Coast. She toured the "Google- 
plex" to receive updates on the 
company's cutting-edge tech- 
nologies and participated in a 
"Fireside Chat" with Google em- 
ployees where she discussed a 
broad range of issues including 
the international image of the 
United States, staying competi- 
tive in the world economy and 
legal restrictions on the treat- 
ment of detainees. Drummond 
moderated the event. She later 
participated in a roundtable dis- 
cussion with business leaders, 
venture capitalists and entre- 
preneurs to talk about the Sili- 
con Valley's dynamic economy. 
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Black History 




June 2, 1875- 

James Augustine Healy became the first 
Black Catholic bishop in the United States 
when he was ordained at the Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception on this day. Born on 
April 6, 1830, to a slave woman and an Irish 
immigrant, Healy was the eldest of 10 children. 
He was sent North for an education when he 
was of school age. Later Healy enrolled in the 
Seminary of St. Sulpice in Paris and went on to 
become the first Black priest in 1854. As a Black 
clergyman with a predominantly White ministry, 
Healy suffered the indignities of racism, but he 
eventually became popular with his parishioners. 
Through meager funds, Healy built nursing 
homes, hospitals, churches and schools. In 
June 1900, Bishop Healy was named an assis- 
tant to the papal throne, a rank next to cardinal. 
He died on Aug. 5, 1900, at 70. 



June 3, 1906- 

Josephine Baker, entertainer and humanitar- 
ian, was born on this day in St. Louis. Baker went 
to work at age 8 to help support her family. While 
still in high school, she worked as a dancer in a cho- 
rus line. At age 17, she also was a dancer in Noble 
Sissle's hit show Shuffle Along. In 1925 she visited 
Paris as a dancer in La Revue Negre. She was so 
positively received by the French audiences that 
she signed to star in Paris' famed Folies Bergere. On 
June 19, 1925, she made her debut as the "dark 
star" of the Folies Bergere at the Casino de Paris. 
Josephine Baker became a major star in France and 
also was revered for her humanitarian efforts. She 
was married several times. She adopted and raised 
children of all races and was inducted into the 
French Legion of Honor for her work with the 
French underground resistance during World War 
II. She died on April 15, 1975, in Paris. 
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For a limited time, get both Succeeding Against the Odds 
and The John H. Johnson Interview DVD 

for only 




Get inspired by the life, success 
and legacy of EBONY and JET 
founder John H. Johnson through 
his autobiography and last 
recorded interview. 

Order online at 

w WW . j pcbooks.cont 

or by mail 

Offer valid until June 30, 2008 



Send me set(s)foronly $25 

(Set includes a paperback copy of "Succeeding Against the Odds" and a DVD of The John H. Johnson Interview) 
Please include SS.OO shipping and handling. For each additional sel purchased at $25. add $2.00. 

Name: 



Address: 



.Apl.«_ 



Cily_ 



_Siaie_ 



ZiB_ 



My check or money oider is cnckKcd for $_ 



_(Make check.s payable to Johnson Publishing Co.) 



Please charge lo: □ Visa □MasleicanJ J American Express □IXscover 
Card No. Exp. Dale 



Signature 

Mail coupon and check or money order today. 

Send to: Johnson Publishing Co.. Aim: Book Division. 820 S. Michigan Ave.. Chicago, IL 60605 
(No CO D. or cash orders accepted) 

O 2008 Jotmson Publishing Conipafr 




'The Three Doctors' Embrace True Meaning 
Of Fatherhood Through Forgiveness 




▲ Drs. Sampson Davis (I), Rameck Hunt (c) and George Jenkins were honored in April by the National 
Fatherhood Initiative at the Uth Annual Fatherhood Awards Gala for doing exemplary work to pro- 
mote involved, responsible and committed fatherhood. 



ByMargenaA. Christian 

JET MAGAZINE 

Rameck Hunt, Sampson Davis and 
George Jenkins didn't have their 
fathers in their lives growing up in inner- 
city Newark, NJ, but as adults the three 
doctors found a way to put them there. It 
was forgiveness. 



They discuss their journey toward 
reconnecting with the men who aban- 
doned them as children in their cur- 
rent book The Bond (Riverhead Books, 
$24.95). 

"I had long since rekindled my rela- 
tionship with my dad," said Hunt, a 
board-certified internal medicine physi- 
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cian at the University Medical Center at 
Princeton. "I still had questions I wanted 
to ask him that I didn't feel comfortable 
with. I felt like it would be great to inter- 
view him, because we would have some- 
body work with us. I thought this would 
be interesting to chronicle and parallel 
him telling his story about me not being 
around and me telling about him not 
being around." 

But while Hunt was interested in 
sharing his story after repairing his 
relationship with his dad, Hunt's long- 
time friends weren't. 

"I was totally against it," said Davis, 
a board-certified attending emergency 
medicine physician at St. Michael's 
Medical Center, Easton Hospital and 
Raritan Bay Medical Center where he 
is assistant medical director. "Then I 
didn't want to go down the road of 
emotional baggage." 

Jenkins, a dentist and an assistant 
clinical professor in the Department of 
Operative Dentistry at Columbia Uni- 
versity's College of Dental Medicine, 
said, "It wasn't a topic I was thinking 
about exploring. I had my issues with 
my dad not being around." 

But Hunt, Davis and Jenkins had a 
history of doing things together. In their 
senior year in high school, they vowed to 
go to college and medical school. They 
kept their promise. The 2002 New York 
Times best-seller The Pact and the 2005 
children's book We Beat the Street tell 
their story. 



After careful consideration, the two 
agreed. 

"It was a tough project to go into your 
closet and pull out these skeletons," said 
Davis, whose dad died in May 2007, five 
months before the book came out. 

"At the funeral a cousin handed me a 
resume from college and said, 'Your 
father was very proud and photocopied 
it and sent it to all the relatives down 
South.' I appreciated him more," said 
Davis. "I had to find a way to forgive and 
I did. Had it not been for the book, I 
might not have reached out." 

Jenkins said writing the book forced 
him to look at things deeper. 

"He got a chance to hear how I felt 
and I heard his side of the story," said 
Jenkins. "I went to feelings I had buried 
to try to get rid of some of that baggage 
I was carrying. He's proud. He tells me 
that every time we talk." 

There were 12.9 million one-parent 
families in 2006, according to the U.S. 
Census Bureau. Of those, 10.4 million 
were headed by females. 

"This is an issue prevalent in our com- 
munity. It's so commonplace people 
think it's normal," said Hunt, who is also 
an assistant professor of medicine at 
University of Medicine & Dentistry of 
New Jersey-Robert Wood Johnson Med- 
ical School. "It's important to have a 
male figure in a child's life. Just because 
something seems normal doesn't make 
it right. As I got older, I realized we need 
to ring the alarm. People should talk 
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about the importance of having a father 
around. You have to break the cycle." 

Hunt, Davis and Jenkins, all 35, are 
not married and don't have children. As 
founders of The Three Doctors Founda- 
tion, they seek to inspire and create 
opportunities for inner-city communities 
through education, mentoring and health 
awareness (www.threedoctorsfounda- 



tion.org). 

"I'm tired of hearing people say on 
Father's Day, *My mother has been a 
mother and father to me,"' said Hunt. "In 
[the African- American] community, you 
hear that on the radio every year. Some- 
body has to do something. We need to be 
able to give a viable alternative. That's 
what the three doctors are about." □ 



EDUCATION 



■ HONORARY DOCTORATES FOR EARTH, WIND & FIRE: Columbia College Chicago 
president Dr. Warrick L. Carter and vice president Dr. Eric V.A. Winston (c) congratulate 
founding members of the famed pop music group Earth, Wind & Fire (l-r) Verdine White, 
Maurice White. Ralph Johnson and Philip Bailey after they were conferred degrees dur- 
ing recent graduation ceremonies at UlC Pavilion in the city. Following acceptance 
speeches by Johnson and Verdine White, group members joined in a tribute rendition of 
their hit Shining Star performed by student music ensembles. 
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Introducing Tide with Dawn Stain Scrubbers. 

Now, Tide has a powerful pre-treating boost* that helps unlock 
and rennove even tough stains you thought would never come out. 
Bring on deep dish bbq pizza with everything. 



VS. regular Tide liquid 



For a free sample, visit mytidesample.co 




^ This Is Love: 

Minister Corey Eugene Robinson joined in tioly 
matrimony with Tiffany Sakito Hall at tlie Pris- 
tine Lakeside Chapel in Jonesboro, GA. The bride, 
a graduate of Alabama A & M University, is a 
physician consultant at OMI Diagnostics. The 
groom is a graduate of the University of West 
Georgia. He is assistant manager at Enterprise 
Rent-A-Car. The couple honeymooned at 
Chateau Elan in North Georgia and Gatlinburg, 
TN. They will live in Douglasville. GA. 




^ Treasured Moment 

Shondalyn Lynette Lucky became the wife of 
Jason Charles Mclntyre at the Wright Grove 
Church in Houston. The bride is a graduate of 
Sam Houston State University and the University 
of Houston Clear Lake. She Is a special education 
coordinator with the Northside Independent 
School District. The groom is a graduate of Prairie 
View A & M University. He is a systems engineer 
at San Antonio Water System. The couple honey- 
mooned in Ocho Rios, Jamaica. 




< Hope Springs Eternal: 

Roger L. Turnbow made Rita Dzatugbui Afi- 
ademanyo his wife at the Moana Surfrider Hotel 
& Resort in Waikiki, Hawaii. The bride is a logistics 
specialist with the U.S. Air Force. She has a bach- 
elor's degree in psychology from the University 
of Maryland. The groom is a project manager with 
the U.S. Air Force. He holds a degree in comput- 
er information systems from the Community Col- 
lege of the Air Force. Waikiki, Hawaii, was the hon- 
eymoon spot. The couple will make their home in 
Ewa Beach, Hawaii. 





White Servitude" 3L25in.x39in. "The Road Not Taken" 3L25in.x39in. 




Decorate Your Walls 
With Art From 



These powerful art pieces, 
created exclusively for 
Johnson Publishing Company 
by celebrated Black artist CHARLES WHITE, 
speak a beautifully moving story 
of Blacks in America. 




"Money Mefchants & Markets" 3L25 in. x 39 in. "The First Generation" 3125 in. x 39 in. 

Special Black History Month Offer 

per glossy print per canvas 
Buy 7-piece Collector's Set in lO-by-12 inch 
size glossy for $99^ 

No international orders accepted. Allow to 4 to 6 weeks for delivery. 
All sizes are approximate. 
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"Jubilee" 
3L25in.x39 




View detailed images and order online at ^cdomv 
^ www.ebonyjetiom/shopjpc ^"'SL 

Printable mail-in order form also available online 




^ Day In Paradise: 

Mr. and Mrs. Bryan Baker pledged sacred mar- 
ital vows at the Newport Beachside Hotel and 
Resort in Miami Beach, FL. The bride, Andrea 
Martin, holds a doctorate from Florida A & M 
University. She is pharmacy manager for Wal- 
greens in south Florida. The groom is a graduate 
of Johnson C. Smith University and Florida State 
University. He is an accountant for AutoNation. 
The newlyweds will make their home in Pembroke 
Pines. FL. after honeymooning in Hawaii. 




► 55 Years Of Bliss: 

Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Louis Brinson Jr. celebrat- 
ed 55 years of marriage with family and friends 
during a gathering in Memphis. TN. Mrs. Hattie 
Mae Brinson. 78. retired after 45 years of serv- 
ice as a dry cleaners' presser. Her devoted mate, 
also 78. retired from Schering Plough Inc. after 
39 years of service. He was a deacon for 44 years. 
They have six children: one is deceased. They also 
have six grandchildren and seven great-grand- 
children; one is deceased. 




< More Tlian Wonderful: 

Antonio Karlos Johnson tied the knot with Eri- 
ca Alexis Fowler during an enchanted, double- 
ring ceremony at Volunteer Park in Plantation. 
FL. The bride is a graduate of Florida State Univer- 
sity. She is an associate with KPMG LLP. The 
groom is a graduate of Florida State University. 
He is an assistant store manager for Wal-Mart. 
The loving twosome honeymooned on a cruise of 
the Eastern Caribbean. Currently, they are resid- 
ing in Lauderhiil. FL. 
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Times have changed. And so have you. Your car should be just as ambitious. Introducing 
the all-new, totally redesigned 2009 Corolla. A whisper-quiet cabin, available Bluetooth®^ 
and MP3 capabilities, available remote keyless entry and style that can't be denied. Your ride 
for the journey up. Keep rollin'. 

Vehicle shown with options. 'The Bluetooth® technology phones listed on toyota.com have been 
tested for compatibility with Toyota vehicles. Performance will vary based on phone software 
version, coverage, and your wireless carrier. Phones are warranted by their manufacturer, not Toyota. 
© 2008 Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A., Inc. 
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▲ Alejandra Jackson waives spousal support 
from ex-husband Jermaine Jackson under terms 
of a divorce decree. 

Jermaine Jackson Ends 
13-Year Marriage 

Finalizing his divorce, Jermaine Jack- 
son of the Jackson 5 clan has agreed 
to pay $50,000 in attorney fees for his ex- 
wife, Alejandra, and $50,000 in back 
child-support payments. 

In papers filed in Los Angeles Superi- 
or Court, Alejandra Jackson waived all 
spousal support and any rights to her ex- 
husband's jewelry, furniture and business, 
Jermaine Jackson Entertainment Inc. 
The couple was married in 1995. 
The couple's two children will live 
with their mother and Jackson will have 
visitation rights. He agreed to pay $3,000 
per month in child support. □ 

—AP 

"so" 



New Baby For Actor 
Sean Patrick Thomas, Wife 

Actor Sean Patrick Thomas and his 
wife, Aonika Laurent, recently wel- 
comed the arrival of a baby girl. 

The newest family member, Lola 
Jolie, weighed in at exactly 7 pounds, 
according to People.com. 

"Now I have two gorgeous girls to 
love," Thomas said of his family. 

Thomas and Laurent, also an actress 
who appeared in the movie Fantastic 
Four, have been married since 2006. 

The new dad's acting credits include 
the TV show "The District" and the mov- 
ies Save the Last Dance, Barbershop and 
Barbershop 2: Back in Business and the 
made-for-TV movie A Raisin in the Sun. □ 

T Sean Patrick Thomas and wife Aonika are cel- 
ebrating the birth of their daughter, Lola Jolie. 
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Tuck yourself in with New Alwoys Exrro Heavy Overnight Moxi. 

With nnore fronr-ro-bock coverage rhon any other pod, SJ^ 
you get our best overnight protection ever. Sweet dreonns. ^T^ 




Barkley Repays $400,000 
Casino Debt; Says He Will 
Stop Gambling For Now 

Former NBA star 
Charles Barkley 
has paid his debt to a 
Las Vegas casino 
that sued him after 
he failed to pay 
$400,000 in gam- 
bling loans. How- 
ever, the civil law- 
suit remains open, and it's going to cost 
the Hall of Famer $40,000 more to settle 
the case, the Associated Press reports. 

Barkley, a basketball analyst for 
Turner Network Television, said in a 
statement that he didn't know about the 
district attorney's $40,000 processing 
fee, but intends to pay it. 

"True to my word, I sent a $400,000 
cashier's check overnight to Wynn Las 
Vegas, which they confirmed they re- 
ceived," Barkley said. "I was unaware of 
the additional 10 percent processing fee 
from the district attorney's office and will 
make restitution on that promptly." 

The resort filed a civil complaint May 
14 in Nevada state court alleging Barkley 
failed to repay four $100,000 casino 
markers, or loans, received last Oct. 18 
and 19. "We've been paid in full," Jennifer 
Dunne, a spokeswoman for Wynn Las 
Vegas told the Associated Press. "The 



rest is the district attorney fee." 

Barkley, 45, said during a pre-game 
show that he was to blame for the out- 
standing gambling debt. 

"I screwed up and didn't pay them in 
a significant amount of time," Barkley 
said. "Could they have handled it differ- 
ently? Yes. But it was my fault." 

Barkley also said he would stop gam- 
bling, at least for a while. "For right now, 
the next year or two, I'm not going to 
gamble. Just because I can afford to lose 
money doesn't mean I should do it." □ 

-Associated Press 

Janet Readies For 1st Tour In 7 Years 

Despite the high 
stress, long hours 
and sleepless nights, 
Janet Jackson is 
ready to hit the road 
on tour. 

She recently an- 
nounced gearing up 
for a North Ameri- 
can tour-her first in seven years, the 
Associated Press reports. It's slated to 
open in Vancouver, British Columbia, 
Canada, in September. U.S. stops on the 
tour will include New York and Wash- 
ington, D.C. 

The 42-year-old star also is penning a 
book about her struggles with weight 
loss and self-esteem. According to USA 
Today, the publication is due in Novem- 
ber and will include lifestyle and diet tips 
from her nutritionist David Allen. □ 




Janet Jackson 
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Natural Therapy 



Introducing Motions® Marula Natural Therapy - Hydrate, 
strengthen and revitalize hair with 100% Pure African Marula Oil. 
Rich in antioxidants and nutrients, these products will reduce 
breakage and nourish hair and scalp. Visit Motionshaircom. 




Stacyadams.com is your official site for fashion. From dress 
tocasual, head totoe, wecoveryour style. Visit our Website 
today to find your style. 




SM 



WOMEN MAKING A 

POWERFUL 
DIFFERENCE 

THROUGH SONG CONTEST 



Women with powerful voices - don't youAnow one 
too? Tell us about a woman in your community who 
inspires others through song and volunteer activi- 
ties. From your nominations, Jet Magazine and the ^ 
makers of Pine-Sol " cleaners will select one winiie|^ 
in each of four communities. Their stories may be ^ 
featured in Jet Magazine and each winner will per- 
form at the EBONY and SISTERSPEAK® Luncheon in 
her communitVj^ 
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See official rules at ebonyjet.com/jet for details on how to enter. You can nominate yourself or another woman who inspires you. 
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Band's 'Art Pieces' 
Can't Be Rushed 

Good music is worth the wait, the group 
Mint Condition believes. Their current 
album. e-Life, debuted at No. 8 on the Billboard 
R&B/Hip-Hop chart. It arrives two years after 
Living the Luxury Brown. 

"Back when Earth. Wind & Fire. Stevie Won- 
der...or many other incredible artists like that 
kept putting out great records, it was usually 
between two to three years." said lead vocalist 
Stokely Williams. "They cured their sound. 
They let it marinate, pushed themselves to 
another level. The consumers would get great 
quality every single time. We want our art 
pieces to be of good quality over quantity. 
Some folks would rather have the quantity. I 
guess we're doing something right cause we're 
still here and folks are still supporting us. So for 
us. it's not so much a delay as a natural flow." 



< Mint Condition, which includes (l-r) 
Homer O'Dell, Lawrence El, Stokely 
Williams, Jeff Allen and Rick Kinchen. 
remains one of the few groups to per- 
form and play their own instruments. 

In addition to Williams, the group 
consists of rhythm guitarist Homer 
O'Dell. saxophonist/keyboardist Jeff 
Allen, pianist/keyboardist Lawrence 
El and bassist/lead guitarist Rick 
Kinchen. 

Released on their own label, Cag- 
edBird Records, e-Life, their seventh 
studio album, was recorded onto a 
software program, but the Minneso- 
ta-based quintet still uses live instru- 
mentation. 

Discovered 17 years ago by Jimmy Jam 
and Terry Lewis, the group's classic hits in- 
clude Breai<ing My i-leart (Pretty Brown Eyes), 
Forever In Your Eyes, USendMeSwingin, Some- 
one to Love, So Fine, You Don't Have To Hurt 
No More and Wtiat Kind of Man Would I Be. 

When not making music, Allen is working 
on a master's degree in criminal justice. El is 
studying physics and Kinchen continues his 
passion in photography. 

Mint Condition anticipates a busy summer, 
performing at the Essence Music Festival, 
touring the U.K. and Japan and select dates in 
the states, according to the Web site 
www.mintconditionmusic.com. 

Quality music, said Williams, is the main 
reason they've managed to stand the test of 
time. 

"Maybe where we live as well, which is the 
Midwest.. .It's so cold so you have to stay in 
and focus. Less distractions maybe?" 

—Margena A. Christian 




''One OfThe 100 Most 
Essential Black Books../' 



The NEW 

Before the MAYFLOWER 

A HISTORY OF BLACK AMERICA 

New Millennium Edition 
ISBN: 0-87485-091-6 
Only $44.95 

NEW Chapters 
NEW Color Photos 



The MOST Essential Book 
On America's Biggest Secret 

Forced Into Glory 
Abraham Lincoln's White Dream 
ISBN: 0-87485-085-1 
$35.00 

Also Available 

Pioneers In Protest ISBN: 0-87485-026-6 $10.95 

What Manner Of Man 

A Biography of Martin Luther King Jn 

1929-1968 

ISBN: 0-87485-027-4 $19.95 

The Shaping Of Black America 
Illustrated bv Charles White 
ISBN: 0-87485-071-1 Only 19.95 
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Visit 

www. johnsonpublishing.com 
for more details or mail check or 
money order to: 
Please include S5.00 shipping. 
For each additional book purchased at regular 
price, add $2.00 handling per book. 
No C.O.Ds or cash accepted. 



Johnson Publishing Company Inc. 
820 South Michigan Avenue, 
Chicago Illinois. 60605 



Lerone Bennett Jr. 

renowned historian and 
executive editor emeritiis of 
Ebony magazine, is an 
authority on the African- 
American experience in 
America. Bennett's books are 
invaluable reference tools for 
students, teachers and readers 
of all races and colors. 
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Philadelphia Police 
Fire 4 Officers Involved 
In Taped Beatings 




e have to be better than some 
of what we showed on the fifth 



of May. Unlike criminals on the street, 
we have rules that we have to abide by," 
Philadelphia Police Commissioner 
Charles Ramsey said in announcing he'll 
fire four officers involved in the recent 
videotaped beating of three Black shoot- 
ing suspects (Jet, May 26). 

The action follows a two-week probe 
of the incident that occurred when police 
stopped the suspects' car while investi- 




gating a drug-related triple shooting. 

The men are being held on attempted 
murder, assault and firearms charges. 
Their attorneys have said they were not 
involved in the shootings. 



Assassin Of Malcolm X Seeks Parole 
From New York State High Court 



Thomas Hagan, the admitted assassin 
of Malcolm X, says he's served more 
than 40 years for his crime and he's now 
ready to "lead a law-abiding lifestyle." 

Convicted of murder and imprisoned 
when he was 23, Hagan, now 66, filed 
papers in Manhattan's state Supreme 
Court to challenge the denial of his parole 
on Sept. 6, 2007. 

He was sentenced to 20 years-to-life 
on April 14, 1966 for Malcolm X's murder 
on Feb. 21, 1965 as the former member of 



the Nation of Islam spoke in Harlem's 
Audubon Ballroom. 

Court papers reveal he "confessed to 
having fired shots into Malcolm's body." 
And he testified at trial his two co-defen- 
dants were not present at the shooting. 
Though convicted with him, they were 
paroled 20 years ago. 

For the past 19 of his 43 years as a 
prisoner, Hagan has been a work-release 
prisoner at the Lincoln Correctional 
Facility spending five days a week free in 
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LAW & JUSTICE 



Philadelphia 
Police Commissioner 
Charles Ramsey takes 
questions about a 
police beating case as 
Mayor Michael Nutter 
listens. Nutter said, 
"the officers' conduct 
demanded swift, 
direct action." 



The 67-second video was shot from a 
WTXF-TV helicopter and shows officers 
furiously kicking and beating the men as 
they are dragged from their car and 
handcuffed. At least two officers ap- 



peared to beat them with unidentified 
objects, and one banged a suspect's head 
against a police cruiser several times 
before putting him inside, Ramsey said 
during the recent news conference. 

Nineteen officers were on the scene 
during the violence. In addition to the fir- 
ings, three other officers were being sus- 
pended and one sergeant is being demot- 
ed. The entire 6,700-person department 
will be retrained on the use of force as well. 

Ramsey added that the city's district 
attorney and the FBI are still reviewing 
the case for possible criminal charges. 

The Fraternal Order of Police, how- 
ever, called the firings "a rush to judg- 
ment." 

— Associated Press 



the community, working or spending 
time at home with his wife and children, 
and two days at the facility. 

Hagan said he has "taken advantage 
of each and all of the programs and sup- 
port systems that enable him to lead a 
law-abiding lifestyle," and has repeated- 
ly expressed remorse. 

His petition claims the board's last 
parole denial was arbitrary and capri- 
cious. He said it did not consider his reha- 
bilitation "and it failed to consider his 
insight and genuine remorse." 

—Associated Press 

► A work-release prisoner at the Lincoln Cor- 
rectional Facility in New York City, Thomas 
Hagan says his next parole review is slated for 
January 2009. 
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A Keith Sweat is joined by his children (l-r) Justin. 10; Keisha, 18; Keia, 16; and Jordan. 13. In addition 
to raising his family as a single dad. the soul crooner is also a popular personality on a syndicated 
Atlanta radio show, "The Sweat Hotel." 

Keith Sweat: A Single Dad's Formula 
For A Loving Family And Loyal Fans 

place in my life where I'm very much 
happy," said Sweat. "I'm friends with all 
of my kids. I'm not only a parent, but a 
friend." 

Sweat is the father of two daughters, 
Keisha, 18, and Keia, 16, and two sons, 
Jordan, 13, and Justin, 10. 

Since his children live with him in 
Atlanta, the veteran vocalist keeps up his 
busy touring schedule by only traveling 
on the weekends. 

"They are not caught up," he said, dis- 
cussing his notoriety. "They know what 
I do and appreciate and respect what 
I do. They've been to quite a few 
shows. They think it's funny watching 



ByMargenaA. Christian 

JET MAGAZINE 

Singer Keith Sweat gives his all at 
whatever he does. 
He pours out his heart so much while 
performing that he appears to beg. Now 
his sexy singing and speaking voice has 
fans doing some begging of their own on 
his nationally syndicated radio show, 
"The Sweat Hotel." 

The single father of four also gives his 
all to be a devoted dad while balancing 
the dual, high-profile careers. The love 
that he receives from his family comes 
easily and is unconditional. 

"I've done a lot of things and I'm in a 
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women scream." 

Sweat has been making women holler 
since 1987, when he first arrived on the 
music scene. 

His new album, Just Me, is proof that 
the former Wall Street brokerage assis- 
tant born Keith Crier still knows how to 
make the ladies swoon. 

The album, which includes a duet 
with Keyshia Cole, debuted at No. 10 on 
Billboard's Top 200 album chart and No. 
2 on the R&B album chart. 

"I wanted to find the right situation 
for me," said Sweat about the new album 
on Atco/Rhino Records. "It took me a 
while to make sure I was with the right 
family. Then I made it happen by doing 
Just Me." 

▼ Sweat's steamy concert performances and 
love ballads earned him an international fan base. 




Sweat, a pioneer of the New Jack 
Swing sound, discovered the music 
groups Silk and Kut Klose. He also 
formed LSG, which featured himself with 
Johnny Gill and the late Gerald Levert. 

Fans have grown accustomed to 
hearing Sweat's voice on the radio as a 
performer and now as a radio personal- 
ity in Atlanta. 

His radio show, "The Sweat Hotel," 
allows callers to apologize, confess or tell 
someone his/her secrets while listening 
to "grown and sexy music," he said. The 
show is heard nationally in more than 30 
markets (www.thesweathotel.com). 

Sweat remains busy, but when he 
does find time to date, his children 
always have their dad's back. 

"The person with me has to accept 
and care for them as well. My kids 
came first." □ 



Keith Sweat Songs 

Sweat has sold more than 15 million albums 
worldwide. Some of his classics are: 

Make It Last Forever 

I Want Her 

Something Just Ain 't Right 

Don't Stop Your Love 

I'll Give All My Love To You 

Make You Sweat 

Merry Go Round 

Keep It Comin' 

Twisted 

Nobody 
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The ALL NEW Ebony Magazine is BETTER THAN EVER 
and still telling our stories like no one else! 

Subscribe Today at ebonyjet.COm 
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Idol Worship: Former "American Idol" ] 
champions Jordin Sparks (I) and Fantasia^ 
walk the red carpet to the delight of i 
adoring fans during the show's recent ] 
season finale at the Nokia Theatre L.A. ^ 
Live in Los Angeles. \ 




Our cards are available at select stores where greeting cards are sold. 



beaut/of 
theweek 

Anteidra Martin 

Jives in Montgomery, AL, 
and is a college student 
majoring in biology. 
When she is not in 
• the classroom, she 
enjoys dancing. 




Want to become a Jet Beauty of the Week? For more details log on to ^^^J^^f^ 




Rage Against Immigrants: Impoverished South Africans chase immi- 
grants near a squatters settlement outside Johannesburg, South Africa. 
Thousands of immigrants from Zimbabwe, Mozambique and Malawi have 
been attacked by native locals claiming they take jobs, undercut wages 
and commit crimes. 
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Sports Families Tackle 
ligh Blood Pressure 

By Melody K. Hoffman 

JET MAGAZINE 

After living in the moment every day 
of his 14 stellar NBA seasons, Darryl 
Dawkins says his wife told him he had to 
change his lifestyle-he had to manage his 
health. 

"My wife told me to go to the doctor 
to get my blood pressure checked," 
Dawkins recalls, "She told me I wasn't 
allowed to die." 

Shortly after that doctor visit, Daw- 
kins, known as Chocolate Thunder for 
his backboard-shattering dunks mostly 
with the Philadelphia 76ers and New Jer- 
sey Nets, was diagnosed with high blood 
pressure, a condition he says is common 
in his family. 

Like a lot of people, at first, he did not 
want to listen to his doctor, and didn't 
want to admit that he might need help 
with his condition. However, after learn- 
ing the potential complications of high 
blood pressure, he quickly realized the 
importance of working toward manag- 
ing the condition. 

According to the American Heart 
Association, 73 million people in the Unit- 
ed States alone, age 20 and older, have 
high blood pressure (hypertension). 
Blacks have the highest rates of hyper- 
tension and are more likely to suffer 
from the serious disease than Whites and 




▲ Donovan McNabb (l-r) and his parents. Wilma 
and Sam, team up to tackle high blood pressure. 
Both Sam and Wilma have been diagnosed with 
the serious disease and manage it by eating 
healthy foods and exercising daily. 

Hispanics. 

An individual can have high blood 
pressure for years without a single symp- 
tom. However, uncontrolled high blood 
pressure increases your risk of health 
problems such as strokes, diabetes and 
heart attacks. 

"We have to be careful and be cau- 



Former NBA star Darryl 
Dawkins, who played 
mostly with the 76ers 
and Nets from 1975 ! 
has maintained his 
blood pressure by st 
ing on his medicatio 
cutting back from "r 
meat" and visiting hi 
physician at least four 
times a year. 



tious," explains Dawkins, who has joined 
a program (BPSuccessZone.com) to 
motivate Blacks to manage their blood 
pressure. "What really works is I have a 
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doctor and he and I talk. I don't just walk 
in and get a prescription and walk out. 
He changed my way of eating. I had to 
eat more salads, fish and chicken and 
back away from so much red meat. It 
made a big difference in my life." 

Sam McNabb, the father of Philadel- 
phia Eagles All-Pro quarterback Dono- 
van McNabb, is also encouraging Blacks 
to get their blood pressure "under con- 
trol." He says after being diagnosed 10 
years ago, he's worked with his physician 
to eat balanced meals and he strives to 
exercise at least 30 minutes a day. 

"When I was first diagnosed, it was 
kind of overwhelming. I really didn't know 
how to handle that because I couldn't 
figure out why it had to happen to me," 
McNabb remembers. "But a lot of people 
don't understand the hereditary factors 
that play into it. Once I understood that, 
I knew that my parents both have high 
blood pressure along with a couple more 
of my family members. At that point, I 
had to learn to control it as best I can. I 
really started to believe in the fact that 
you had to change your lifestyle to make 
a difference." 

McNabb and his wife, Wilma, who 
also suffers from the condition, receive 
emotional support from their football 
star son. 

"When my parents were hit with the 
diagnosis, I just tried to make sure I was 
watching what they do," Donovan McN- 
abb reveals. "My mom was just partici- 



Hypertension Risk Factors 
Uncontrollable: 

* Heredity. People whose parents or 
other close blood relatives have high 
blood pressure are more likely to 
develop it themselves. 

* Race. African-Americans are more 
likely to have high blood pressure than 
Caucasians, and it tends to occur earli- 
er and be more severe. 

* Increasing age. Blood pressure tends 
to increase with age. and occurs most 
often in people older than age 35. Men 
have a greater risk of high blood pres- 
sure than women until age 45. From 
age 45-54, the percentages of men 
and women are similar. After age 55. 
women are more likely to develop high 
blood pressure than men are. 

Controllable: 

* Inactive lifestyle. Try to get at least 
30 minutes of moderate to vigorous 
physical activity on most days. 

* Excessive alcohol. Heavy and regu- 
lar use of alcohol can increase blood 
pressure dramatically. 

* Sodium (salt) intake. 

* Obesity and overweight. 

* Stress 

-American Heart Association (americanheart.org) 



pating in a challenge with the rest of the 
NFL moms, losing weight and eating 
right. She's lost about 45 pounds or so. 
We're really trying to bring sexy back 
with the McNabb family," he says, laugh- 
ing. □ 
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MEN & PROSTATE CANCER: 



Take Action To Save Your Life 



By Marti Parham 

JET MAGAZINE 



"Most of us 
assume that 
when we go to 
the doctor they 
check for every- 
thing but that's 
not true," says 
health advocate 
and prostate 
cancer survivor 
Bob Samuels. 




On Father's Day, it's dad who gets 
a gift to show how much he is 
loved. By being proactive about his 
health, he could receive the ultimate 
gift - life. 

Retired Tampa, FL, banker Bob 
Samuels, father to three sons, was 
faithful about seeing his doctor for his 
annual visits. However, had it not 
been for a friend's diagnosis of 
prostate cancer, he would have never 
asked his doctor to test him for the disease. A return doctor visit and some blood tests 
indicated that Samuels had advanced prostate cancer. He was 56. 

"I was shocked (a) because I go to the doctor every year and (b) because I had 
to tell the doctor to check me for something," recalls Samuels, who says he had 
no symptoms or indications that he was ill. 

After being diagnosed, Samuels, who would soon learn that cancer ran in his 
family, found out as much as he could about the disease. He later learned that many 
of the men he knew had the disease and never discussed it. 

"That's when I became an activist," he notes. "I said, you guys not talking about 
it is going to kill us and it's going to stop with me." 

Samuels, 69, is now the founder and chairman of the Florida Prostate Cancer Net- 
work. After one surgery and 36 radiation treatments, Samuels, who has been in 
remission 14 years, says he feels "absolutely wonderful." 

The National Cancer Institute estimates that 186,320 men will be diagnosed with 
prostate cancer this year. From that number, 28,660 will die. 

Because Black men are the likeliest of all ethnic groups to be diagnosed with 
prostate cancer it is important that they get tested by age 40, especially if cancer 
runs in the family, says Dr. Brian Rivers, executive director of the Florida Prostate 
Cancer Network. 
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"Early detection is the key," he ex- 
plains. "If found in the early develop- 
ment of the disease, it is nearly 100 per- 
cent treatable. The five-year survival 
mark is near 100 percent as well." 

Rivers, assistant professor of Health 
Outcomes and Behavior at Moffitt Can- 
cer Center, is also a research collabora- 
tor for the National Cancer Institute- 
ftinded project Barbers Against Prostate 
Cancer (BAPC) in East Tampa. Barbers 
or "barber health advisers" are put 
through several training sessions about 
the disease, including what prostate can- 
cer is and what the screenings and treat- 
ments entail. The program, which tar- 
gets Black male customers 40 and older 
when they get a haircut, has been a suc- 
cess thus far, he says. 

"It's worked out great," says Rivers. 



>hil Walker cuts the hair of customer 
lillmon while barber Lefonso Ray Jr. talks 
le importance of getting tested for pros- 
cer at Cole's barbershop in Tampa, FL 




1 mmM 

A According to Dr. Brian Rivers, assistant pro- 
fessor of Health Outcomes and Behavior at 
Moffitt Cancer Center, it is important that Black 
men get tested for prostate cancer by age 40, 
especially if cancer runs in the family. 






"Now we are actually intervening in the 
barbershop settings monitoring the 
interaction between the barbers and 
their clients. We have seen changes in 
knowledge about the disease." 

Becoming educated about the disease 
is the first step to understanding its 
effect on the Black community. 

To men everywhere, Samuels offers 
some helpful advice. 

"Don't depend on the system. Most of 
us assume that when we go to the doctor 
they check for everything but that's not 
true," he says. "It is your responsibility to 
proactively manage your health."G 
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POSSIBLE SIGNS 
OF PROSTATE CANCER: 



If you are experiencing the following 
symptoms, consult your physician imme- 
diately. They may be an indication of 
the presence of prostate cancer. 

• A need to urinate frequently, 
especially at night 

• Difficulty starting urination or 
holding back urine 

• Weak or interrupted flow of urine 

• Painful or burning urination 

• Difficulty having an erection 

• Painful ejaculation 

• Blood in urine or semen 

• Frequent pain or stiffness in the 
lower back, hips or upper thighs. 



Source: Prostate Cancer Foundation 



Died: 
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Zelma Henderson, 

88. the last surviv- 
ing plaintiff in the 
Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka 
case, which led to the historic 1954 Su 
preme Court ruling outlawing segregation 
in public schools, of pancreatic cancer 
...Jimmy Slyde, 80. one of the last great 
tap dancers of the big-band era who per- 
formed on Broadway and in films such as 
Tap, The Cotton Club and Round Midnight, 
after declining health in Hanson, 
MA. ..Rev. Dr. E. Randel T. Osburn. 62,, 
former aide to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.( 
and retired executive director of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Confer-^ 
ence Foundation, of cancer in Riverdale, 
GA...Bernardin Gantin. 86. a Cardinal of 
Benin who spent more than 30 years in 
the Roman Curia and whose influence in 
the Catholic Church was felt in Europe as 
well as West Africa, of complications of 
dehydration in Paris. ..Dr. Clarence S.^ 
Avery Jr.. 81, a prominent Oakland. CA, 
surgeon who became the first Black pres-| 
ident of the Alameda-Contra Costa Med- 
ical Association in 1976 and became the| 
first Black president of the California 
Medical Association in 1985. after collaps- 
ing from a heart attack at his Oakland 
home. ..Joseph Graham. 68. who as a 24 
year veteran firefighter in Jackson. MS, 
made history in 1996 when he became its| 
first Black fire chief, from a possible 
stroke or aneurysm shortly after he was 
in a minor traffic collision in Jackson. 
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Donna Summer Returns 
With Colorful New 
Dance CD 'Crayons' 

By Marti Parham 

JET MAGAZINE 

Seventeen years after her last full- 
length studio album, Donna Sum- 
mer, the Queen of Disco, is back to reign 
over the dance clubs with her latest CD 
CrayoTis. 

Why a comeback after so many 
years? The reason she gives is simple. 

"Why not now? I was bored and I did- 
n't know what to do with my life," she 
tells Jet. "I figured I might as well get up 
and do what I know how to do. It's turn- 
ing out to be the right choice." 

Club-goers across the country couldn't 
agree with her more. Before the release 
of the new 12-track CD, Summer landed 
in the No. 1 spot on the Billboard Hot 
Dance Club playlist for the single Fm a 
Fire. Her current single moving up the 
music charts is Stamp Your Feet. 

"I'm going after every audience," says 
Summer, 59, of her new target market. 
"I'm trying to break new ground." 

A native of Boston, Summer, bom La- 
Donna Adrian Gaines, first found success 
in music while working overseas doing 
musical theater and background singing 
jobs. In 1975 her break came with the 




A Donna Summer, the Queen of Disco, performs 
her latest single Stamp Your Feet during the 
recent "American Idol" finale show. The club 
tune is from her CD Crayons, her first full-length 
project in 17 years. 



international hit Love to Love You Baby. 

From the '70s through the '80s, Sum- 
mer dominated the disco era with such 
songs as Last Dance and Hot Stuff, which 
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helped earn her two Grammy Awards. 
Last Dance, featured in the movie Thank 
God It's Friday, also won an Oscar and a 
Golden Globe Award. 

Three more Grammys followed, for 
the songs Forgive Me and He's a Rebel, 
both earning her honors in the category 
of gospel, and one in the genre of pop for 
the tune Carry On. With more than an 
estimated 130 million records sold world- 
wide. Summer continues to hold the 
record for the most consecutive double 
albums to hit No. 1 on the Billboard charts 
-Live and More (1978), Bad Girls (1979) 
and On the Radio: Greatest Hits (1979). 

The singer, who makes her home in 
Tennessee and Florida, used the years 





▲ From the mid 70s through the '80s, Donna 
Summer ruled radio and disco clubs with her 
sound. 

< "It's not about who sings it," she now says of 
her music that has always had crossover appeal, 
"it's about what the song is saying and how it is 
presented." 

since her peak popularity to foster her 
30-year marriage, write her autobiogra- 
phy Ordinary Girl and rear her three 
daughters, Mimi, Brooklyn (who co- 
starred in the TV sitcom "My Wife and 
Kids") and Amanda. 

Because of her successful career. 
Summer, who is a grandmother of three, 
says she's never felt pressure to have to 
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work. Still, hitting the road for shows is 
something she has continued to do in 
between enjoying life. 

"I had a lot of hit records so I can 
work usually during the summer season 
doing a few dates here and there. That's 
usually enough to get me by. Besides 
that I just try to live, write songs and 
paint," says Summer, who describes her- 
self as an "abstract expressionist" in 
visual art. 

Soon Summer will once again put 
down her paintbrushes, this time for the 
promotional tour of Crayons. 

The concert dates begin July 5 in 
Vienna, VA. □ 
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Runway Model 

& Tour Staff 
Open Call 

Are you free 
to travel? 

Ebony Fashion Fair 
is looking for... 

FEMALE MODELS 
Must be 5'10"or taller 
(without shoes) 
Dress Size: 6 to 8 

MALE MODELS 
Must be6'2"to6'4" 
(without shoes) 
Suit Size: 42L to 46L 

FULL-FIGURED 
FEMALE MODELS 
Must be 5'10" or taller 
(without shoes) 
Dress Size: 16 to 18 

WARDROBE ASSISTANTS 
MULTI-MEDIA TECHNICIAN 
SOUND TECHNICIAN 

Apply To Travel With 
The World's Largest Traveling Show 

Go to 

www.ebonyfashionfair.com 

to apply online! 
Deadline: Friday, June 13, 2008 

Web site includes a detailed listing of requirements and 
instructions in answer to all questions regarding 
Ebony Fashion Fair's traveling positions. 

No Phone Queries Necessary 

Ebony Fashion Fair is an Equal Opportunity Employer 

EOE ■ 

Photography by Nathan Bcdaicr O200a Johraon Publishing Company, Inc. 




New Edition's Michael Bivins 
Hits High Note As NBA Correspondent For TNT 




M Michael Bivins has partnered with TNT 
for its online NBA coverage with the show 
"Running the Point With Michael Bivins." 




By Margena A. Christian 

JET MAGAZINE 

I ichael Bivins never had a childhood 
I dream to become a singer. He want- 
ed to be an NBA player. Not bad that he's 
doing both. Well, almost. 

Bivins, best known as a member of 
the group New Edition, now does NBA 
coverage as an on-air correspondent for 
TNT's broadband channel, TNT Over- 
Time on NBA.com. 

"I'm like the lifestyle correspondent 
that goes out and gets the ball players," 
said Bivins. "I'm the guy when they feel 
like they can open up and feel like some- 
thing is on their mind." 



His show, "Running the Point 
With Michael Bivins," has boosted 
TNT's broadband viewership by 22 
percent and is one of the top online 
features. 

"It's amazing to see how the 
players have responded to him and 
how [NBA] commissioner David 
Stern has responded to him," said 
Michael Doyle, TNT's manager of 
production and talent relations. 

A recent pool tournament dur- 
ing All-Star weekend in February 
paired Bivins with Turner Sports 
President David Levy, who beat Michael 
Jordan and Chris Paul. 

"That will live in people's minds forev- 
er to actually see Michael beating Mich- 
ael Jordan playing pool," laughed Doyle. 

Noted for nabbing interviews others 
can't, Bivins' own celebrity helped him 
trump other reporters to interview 
LeBron James and Kevin Garnett. 

"They are fans of his accomplish- 
ments," said Doyle. "That coupled with 
his engaging personality, his persona, his 
charm and he finds a way to get it done." 

Bivins, 39, is a founding member of 
New Edition, the R&B group that White 
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group New Kids On The Block was pat- 
terned after (Jet, Nov. 15, 2004). This 
year New Edition celebrates 25 years in 
the industry. 

The Boston native, who is married 
and the father of two, was also a mem- 
ber of the group Bell Biv DeVoe. He's also 
the man who discovered Boj^ 11 Men, the 
most commercially successful R&B 
group of all time, according to Record- 
ing Industry Association of America. 

"I was the first young executive with 
a music label," said Bivins, who once ran 
Biv Entertainment and Biv 10 Records. 
"White owners of labels never really gave 
us artists president titles. I was the first 
young president." 



His business acumen is what caught 
Sean "Diddy" Combs' attention. Combs 
tapped Bivins to help him create the next 
super boy group by helping on MTV's 
"Making The Band 4." 

"He said, 'You've got character. Take 
it and help me find the next Boyz II Men, 
New Edition.' I was a judge at first," said 
Bivins. "Then I was being called to coach. 
I was given the title of artist development 
and creative consultant." 

Bivins has formed a new company, 
Sporty Rich Enterprises, that will in- 
clude new artists and a clothing style. 

His early trials and tribulations as a 
member of New Edition helped him to 
keep a business mind-set, he said. 



T New Edition performs during a 1985 concert. Michael Bivins (r) is joined by original members (l-r) 
Ronnie DeVoe, Ralph Tresvant, Ricky Bell and Bobby Brown. Bivins, Bell and Brown founded the group 
25 years ago. Brown left the group in 1986. Johnny Gill was added a year later. 



"I realized a long time ago that I was 
not in control of this ride. I needed to go 
from being dependent to independent. I 
had to figure out what is Michael going to 
do when these people want to do some- 
thing else in life and leave me standing 



on the side of the road." 

There has been talk of a New Edition 
movie, but according to Bivins, nothing 
has been solidified. 

"As of now we've got five signatures 
to do the movie," he said. "There's no 



T Bivins (c) celebrates with Turner Sports President David Levy (r) after Bivins made the winning 
shot against Michael Jordan (I) at Zo and Magic's 8-Ball Tournament in New Orleans. 
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way we can do the movie without all six 
members." 

Bivins added, "Sometimes I want to 
tell the truth why our group goes through 
what it goes through. I feel like if we ever 
tell the movie, the fans can see it for them- 
selves, because everything anybody ever 

Laurence Fishburne To Bring 
'The Alchemist' To Film 

Laurence Fish- 
burne will team 
up with producer 
Harvey Weinstein 
to bring Paulo Coel- 
ho's best-selling nov- 
el The Alchemist to 
the silver screen in 
a $60 million-plus 
film adaptation. 

According to the Hollywood Re- 
porter, the actor will star in, direct and 
produce the movie. 




thought, said or wondered, is in the script. 
The reason we're not moving isn't 
because people don't want to see us, it's 
because we're not moving ourselves. Our 
movie to me is, if I take a line out of the 
movie A Few Good Men, people will not be 
able to handle the truth." □ 

First published in 1988, the novel tells 
the story of Santiago, an Andalusian 
shepherd boy, who, while traveling the 
world in search of treasure, meets an 
alchemist, to be played by Fishburne. 

The movie is slated to begin shooting 
in late spring or early summer of next 
year in locations around the world. 

Fishbume's producing partner Helen 
Sugland will also be on board for the 
project for their production company 
Cinema Gypsy. 

Fishburne's most recent work has 
been in the one-man Broadway play Thur- 
good. The role earned him a Tony nomi- 
nation (Jet, June 2). □ 





Sheila Johnson, exec- 
utive producer of A 
Powerful Noise, is 
screening the 
empowering film 
throughout the U.S. 





Sheila Johnson Empowers 
Women With New 
Documentary Film 

Sheila Johnson is the executive produc- 
er of a powerful documentary Poit^er- 



ful Noise. Johnson, CEO of 
Salamander Hospitality 
and co-founder of BET 
network, wants the 90- 
minute film to bring atten- 
tion to the global issue of 
poverty among women. 

"We have over 72 per- 
cent of women globally 
that are living on less than $2 a day," John- 
son explains to Jet. "This movie is to bring 
awareness to this issue. We're focused on 
three issues, maternal health, education and 
economic empowerment. With this aware- 
ness hopefully there will come action." 

The film follows three women with 
three very different lives in very different 
worlds. Jacqueline Dembele works the 
slums of Bamako, Mali; Bui My Hanh is 
an HIV-positive widow in Vietnam and 
Nada Markovic is a survivor of the Bosn- 
ian war. What they all have in common is 
how they have empowered themselves to 
bring forth change and support others. 

"We really wanted to connect our char- 
acters emotionally," director, Tom Cap- 
pello, said. "What draws them together is 
not only what they are doing, but what 
brought them there. The film takes you 




The film follows Jacqueline 
Dembele, known as "Madame Ur- 
* bain," as she defends powerless 
girls often mistreated in the work- 
place. Her organization, APAF, provides girls a 
basic education and job placement. 

through those emotional highs and lows 
they struggle with in having a voice and 
making a difference in their community." 

As an ambassador for CARE, an in- 
ternational humanitarian organization, 
Johnson developed interest for making 
A Powerful Noise. The film was shown at 
the Tribeca Film Festival last month. 

"I have been traveling and I have seen 
[poverty] firsthand," reveals Johnson, a 
co-owner of three pro sports teams. 

"This is an epidemic that is happening 
and it's something that if we don't get our 
hands around right now, this world will 
fall apart because the women are resdly 
the fabric of the community and they are 
really the strength of the families." 

-Melody K. Hoffman 
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THEY RULE. THEY ROCK. THEY REIGN 



JET AND VH1 SOUL CELEBRATE BLACK MUSIC MONTH: 

SOUL STORY: USHER 
PREMIERES TUESDAYJUNE 10 AT 9/8C 



VH1SOUL.COM EBONYJET.COM 

CALL YOUR LOCAL CABLE PROVIDER TO ORDER VH1 SOUL TODA 
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Ashanti Returns 
More Empowered With 

The Declaration' 



Ashanti is 
looking to pick 

up where she 
left off with her 

fourth album 
The Declaration. 




By Margena A. Christian 

JET MAGAZINE 



Singer/songwriter Ashanti said it wasn't her 
plan to be away from the music scene for 
four years. It was beyond her control because 
of conflicts with her record label, The Inc. 

Now that she's returned, the Princess of 
Hip-Hop and R&B has taken control of her 
comeback. 

"When someone throws you overboard 
from the ship, either you sink or swim," 
Ashanti said. "I decided to swim. It's been so 
long. Everyone is wondering what is going 
to happen. You have to go through that to 
grow, where you fall flat on your face or fly 
successfully. You need to experience both 
to succeed." 

Her new album. The Declaration, hits 
stores this week. The first single is The 
Way That I Love You. 

"I'm just declaring a sense of growing, 
freedom and empowerment," said Ashanti, 
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27, who selected her own producers for 
the project. "I did this album alone. I 
learned so much good and bad. There were 
times I've cried for 10 hours, smiled and 
partied. It was a wonderful experience." 

The album is just the beginning of a 
movement for Ashanti. She launched an 
"I Declare Me" campaign. 

"We're building a social networking 
site for women to upload their stories 
and tell us what they're declaring their 
freedoms from," said Shanti Das, execu- 
tive vice president, urban marketing for 
Universal Motown. "It's giving women a 
platform to empower one another." 

The video for The Way That I Love 
You, directed by Kevin Bray of TV's "Cold 
Case," has everyone talking. In it Ashan- 
ti's character murders her cheating lover. 

"Being gone for so long I had to do 
something to make an impact," she said. 
"I wanted to do something more dramat- 
ic than a regular music video. I'm a huge 
fan of Court TV and 'Forensic Files.' 
Then I like the show 'Snapped.' By no 
means do I mean to murder your signif- 
icant other. The visual made you under- 
stand the concept more." 

If you go to the interactive Web site 
www.thewaythatiloveyou.com, fans can 
customize Gotchagrams for those they 
may suspect are cheating. 

"It's a whole big movement," she 




laughed. "You can customize a portion of 
my video. You can put someone on blast 
if you suspect them of cheating." 

Das said, "It's a spoof off the video. It's 
nothing serious. Ashanti definitely pro- 
motes nonviolence against women." 

A gifted songwriter, Ashanti co- 
wrote all the songs on her latest album 
except one. 

"I love Ashanti. I wrote a song called 
Shine" said Grammy-winning songwriter 
Diane Warren. "What's great about the 
song and her is that it shows she can real- 
ly sing. It wasn't studio trickery. We 
were like this girl is a great singer." 

Ashanti hit the music scene in 2002 
with her self-titled debut album. It earn- 
ed her a Grammy and sold more than 
502,000 units in its first week. The album 
set a Soundscan record as the most 
albums sold by any first-time female 
artist in the chart's history, outselling 
debuts by Alicia Keys and Lauryn Hill. 

Ashanti also made Billboard music 
history by having her first three chart 
entries all land in the top 10 of the Bill- 
board Hot 100 at the same time. 

She performed on What's Luv? with 
rapper Fat Joe, Always On Time with rap- 
per Ja Rule, and had her own single. Fool- 
ish. Ashanti also was featured on Jennifer 
Lopez's song Ain't It Funny, which she co- 
wrote and sang background vocals. 
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In 2002 she also won eight Billboard 
awards and two American Music Awards. 
Ja Rule gave her the title "Princess of 
Hip-Hop and R&B." 

The then 21-year-old had a star burn- 
ing so brightly that she wrote a poetry 



< Shown in 2003 singing the hit song Rain On 
Me, Ashanti's live performances are always pas- 
sionate. Her new single, The Way That I Love 
You, was the No. 1 most added song at urban- 
formatted radio in its first week. 



book, Foolish/Unfoolish: Reflections On 
Love, and was even given Soul Train's 
Aretha Franklin Entertainer of the 
Year Award. 

Not everyone was convinced. More 
than 20,000 people signed online peti- 
tions protesting the Soul Train honor, 
deeming the newcomer unworthy. 

"She had some haters with her and 
stuff," said Warren. "Maybe it happened 
too fast. I always liked her and wanted to 
work with her. People just talk about her." 

Even though she was away from 
music for four years, Ashanti was visible 
on film. She appeared in 2006's John 
Tucker Must Die and 2007's Resident Evil: 
Extinction. The singer made her acting 
debut in 2005's Coach Carter, which 
starred Samuel L. Jackson. 

Ashanti remains silent about her 
longtime companion, rapper Nelly, whom 
she's been seen with in public on a regu- 
lar basis since 2003. The two co-wrote 
and perform the song Body On Me featur- 
ing Akon, on her new album. 

"Me and Nelly, we're really good 
friends," she said. "We have a good time. 
He's funny. I like hanging out with him." 

This week Ashanti will make appear- 
ances on BET'S "106 & Park" and MTV's 
"TRL." On Friday she'll perform on 
"Good Morning America" for the sum- 
mer concert series and then on "Live 
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Ashanti celebrates with rapper Ja Rule as he receives the Best Male Hip Hop award at the BET Awards 
in 2002. The two performed on the song Always on Time. He gave her the title Princess of Hip-Hop and 
R&B. Above at right, the singer celebrates her 27th birthday late last year by receiving a loving hug and kiss 
from beau, rapper Nelly, at Jermaine Dupri's Cafe Dupri in Atlanta. 



with Regis and Kelly." 

Though Beyonce and Rihanna have 
been grinding at the top of music charts 
for quite some time, Ashanti shouldn't 
worry. The Declaration, said Warren, will 
bring new fans to her music. 

"There's room for every- 
body," said Warren. "I don't 
think people come and re- 
place people. Who you are is 
who you are. Ashanti's cool 



► Ashanti, who made her 
movie debut in 2005 s Coach 
Carter, attends the film's 
Hollywood premiere with her 
family, sister Kenashia, father, 
Ken-Kaide. and mother, Tina, at 
Grauman's Chinese Theatre. Her 
mother is her manager and her 
father handles various duties as 
a road manager. 



and an artist that wanted to grow. She 
didn't stay the same and do the same 
thing. She'll be fine. There's still a place 
for her. She made a great record. It's all 
about the songs that you do."G 
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A R. Kelly arrives at the Cook County Criminal Courthouse building in Chicago. Kelly, 41, is accused 
of videotaping himself having sex with an underage girl, possibly as young as 13. 

Sex Tape Shown At R. Kelly's Trial; Relatives, 
Friends Of Alleged Girl Testify 



By Clarence Waldron 

JET MAGAZINE 

As the R. Kelly child pornography tri- 
al hits the halfway point in Chicago, 
jurors heard from three relatives and sev- 
eral childhood friends of the alleged child 
in the sex video who identified her and 
said she was between 13 and 14 years old. 

R&B singer Sparkle, who says she 
is a relative of the alleged child in the 
video, took the witness stand and told 
the court: "You know your blood," she 
said noting that she recognized "her 
face, her hair. You know your family. 
There's no denying." 



Sparkle, whose real name is Stephanie 
Edwards, wiped away tears as she said, 
"She was my heart." 

Sparkle, whose 1998 debut hit Be 
Careful was written and produced by R. 
Kelly, introduced her relative to the 
singer. The youth was a member of a 
family singing group at the time. The 
child called R. Kelly "Godfather," and 
looked up to him "as a father figure," 
Sparkle testified, noting that Kelly "liked 
her spirit." 

During a heated exchange as she was 
cross-examined by Kelly's lead lawyer, 
Ed Genson, she said loudly: "Robert (R. 
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Kelly) made the tape. You can clearly see 
him setting it up (the taping) and passing 
(her) some money, like a prostitute." 

On the trial's opening day, jurors 
saw the approximately 27-minute home- 
made videotape right after opening 
statements from the prosecutor and 
the defense teams. The tape shows a 
man prosecutors say is R. Kelly and a 
young girl having sex and performing 
other sexual acts allegedly at the 
singer's then-Chicago home. 

The alleged girl has reportedly said 
it is not her in the video. 

Cook County Prosecutor Shauna 
Boliker told the jury: "No one chooses to 
be a victim of a crime, certainly not a 
child. A child doesn't choose to be violat- 
ed and placed on a videotape....On that 
videotape, you will see the sex acts she 
performs. You will see their faces and 
hear their voices...child pornography 
that was created, staged, produced and 

starred in by Robert Kelly." Boliker 

said the singer tells the girl "what to do, 
when to do it and what to say." 

Kelly's lawyer, Sam Adam Jr., told 
the jurors: "This is not a hard case, it's 
a simple, simple case. Can the state 
prove to you beyond a reasonable 
doubt: Is Robert Kelly the man who 
made the tape?" 

Adam said the FBI issued a report 
that they could not determine if it is Kel- 
ly on the tape. He also argued that the 
singer "has a mole on his lower back, a 
mole that he has had since childhood." 



The man on the tape does not have a 
mole, he said. 

Adam said it is not Kelly on the tape 
or the alleged child. "Why wouldn't they 
bring her in (to testify)? Why not? It's not 
her on that tape... If she is a victim, then 
why isn't she here to tell you that?" 
Adam said the child's mother says it is 
not her daughter on the tape. "Who 
knows a child better than her mother? 
Why isn't her mother coming in here? 
Because it is not (the girl)." 

The defense team later argued that 
the tape might have been computerized 
or altered to "put a different head on that 
body" to make it look like Kelly. 

Among the witnesses who testified 
for the state were former childhood best 
friend, Simha Jamison, 24, who said she 
knew the girl in the video since they were 
in grade school. "I know her like the back 
of my hand," she said. She recognized 
her face and particularly remembered 
the "mullet" hairstyle she wore in junior 
high school. "We got our haircut the 
same way together." 

She said she and her friend often vis- 
ited R. Kelly at his Chicago home and at 
recording studios. 

Adra Gengler, whose daughter played 
basketball with the alleged teen, said: "I 
am 100 percent sure it is her," she told 
the court. 

On opening day, the White female 
juror who said she was a rape victim was 
excused due to financial hardship. An 
alternate took her place.D 
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'Celebrity 
Cireiis' 
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lu Cantrell headlines a group of 
celebrities on "Celebrity Circus," an 
exciting new series that immerses 
today's top stars in the breathtaking world of 
the circus. Celebrities will attempt death-defy- 
ing stunts in a head-to-head competition in 
front of a live studio audience. Other 
guests include Stacey Dash (Wednes- 
day, June 11 at 9:30 p.m., ET) NBC. 

Featuring the voice of Eddie Mur- 
phy as Donkey in Shrek The Third 
(Thursday, June 5 at 8:00 p.m., ET) 
HBO. 

Shawn Wayans, Marlon Wayans 
and Terry Crews in White Chicks (Fri- 
day, June 6 at 8:00 p.m., ET) FOX. 

Aaliyah, DMX, D.B. Woodslde, 
Anthony Anderson, Isaiah Washing- 
ton and Delroy Lindo in Romeo Must 
Die (Saturday, June 7 at 8:00 p.m., 
ET) Cinemax. 

Jimi Hendrix on "Jimi Hendrix 
Experience: American Landing" (Sun- 
day, June 8 at 10:00 p.m. ET) check 
your local listings - PBS. 

Henry Simmons and Sophina Brown on 
"Shark" (Sunday, June 8 at 10:00 p.m., ET) 
CBS. 

Kanye West on "Driven" (Monday, June 9 
at 11:00 p.m., ET) VHl. 

Queen Latifah in Hairspray (Tuesday, 
June 10 at 8:30 p.m., ET) HBO. 

Shemar Moore on "Criminal Minds" 
(Wednesday, June 11 at 9:00 p.m., ET) CBS. 
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For drivers who want to get the most out of their cars, 

ITS BRIDGESTONE 
OR NOTHING. 




